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SUBJECT:. ASEAN: PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN ONN TERMS SUMMIT "SUCCESS" 

1 . MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER DATUK HUSSEIN ONN TOLD REPORTERS 
AT AN EVENING PRESS CONFERENCE AUG. 8 THAT DESPITE LACK OF 
"SPECTACULAR ACHIEVEMENTS" THE ASEAN SUMMIT WAS A SUCCESS. 

"ASEAN HAS EMERGED MORE UNITED AND DETERMINED TO SHAPE HIS 
OWN FUTURE FOR THE BETTERMENT OF ITS PEOPLES." HE STATED. THE 
PRIME MINISTER EXPLAINED THAT ASEAN REACHES AGREEMENT BY 
CONSENSUS, CONSIDERING AND TRYING TO UNDERSTAND EACH MEMBER'S 
PROBLEMS." WE WOULD PREFER TO ARGUE AND THRASH OUT EVERYTHING 
IN DETAIL AND PERHAPS TAKE MORE TIME, RATHER THAN INTRODUCE 
SOMETHING QUICKLY AND REGRET IT LATER," HE ADDED. SPECIFICALLY, 
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ANY ASEAN ECONOMIC SCHEME MUST NOT ONLY BE CONSIDERED WITHIN 
THE ASEAN CONTEXT BUT ALSO WITH PROPER REGARD TO ITS IMPACT 
ON EACH MEMBER'S NATIONAL ECONOMY, THE PM CONTENDED, REFERRING 
TO DISAPPOINTMENT "IN CERTAIN QUARTERS" THAT THE ASEAN PREFERENTIAL 
TRADING ARRANGEMENT WAS NOT BROADENED TO 1,700 ITEMS AS SOME 
ADVOCATED. 
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2. THE PM'S COMMENTS APPEAR TO BE THE GOM'S EXPLANATION FOR 
SIDING WITH INDONESIA IN NOT MOVING AS RAPIDLY AS THAILAND.. 

THE PHILIPPINES AND PARTICULARLY SINGAPORE WANTED IN EXPANDING 
THE ASEAN PREFERENTIAL TRADING ARRANGEMENT. IN WHAT APPEARS 
TO BE A COMPROMISE WITH THE OTHER ON THIS ISSUE THE GOM MINISTER 

OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 9 THAT MALAYSIA WOULD 
PROPOSE AN ADDITIONAL 40 TO 50 ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE AGREEMENT 
DURING THE ASEAN ECONOMIC MINISTERS MEETING IN THAILAND SEPT. 2-4. 

3. COMMENT: WHILE GOM'S MOVE TO EXPAND THE PREFERENTIAL 
TRADING AGREEMENT BY A FEW ITEMS MAY BE VIEWED AS ONLY A TOKEN 
STEP IT DOES ILLUSTRATE THE FACT THAT IT WANTS TO APPEAR 
FORTHCOMING TO OTHER ASEAN MEMBERS AFTER SIDING WITH INDONESIA 
IN REJECTING THE SINGAPORE-INSPIRED LIST OF OVER 1,700 PROJECTS. 

THE MOVE ALSO ILLUSTRATES THAT THE GOM IS SERIOUS WHEN ITS SAYS 
THAT IT WOULD RATHER MOVE SLOWLY THAN JUST PLUNGE INTO SOMETHING 
WITHOUT STUDYING THE POSSIBLE RAMIFICATIONS. 

MILLER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRIME MINISTER, ECONOMIC COOPERATION, SUMMIT MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 10-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977KUALA05293 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770289-0339 

Format: TEL 

From: KUALA LUMPUR 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770877/aaaacnnn.tel 

Line Count: 80 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4dcb305d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1649342 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: . ASEAN: PRIME MINISTER HUSSEIN ONN TERMS SUMMIT V'SUCCESSV 
TAGS: PORG, ETRD, ECIN, MY, ASEAN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4dcb305d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



